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Recognizing Millais’ International Work

Learning Maths the Hungarian way

On 20 October last year, Mrs Springer and I
travelled up to London to collect the DFES
International School Award for Millais. 

We were invited to attend the award 
ceremony by the British Council in
October, just after we had heard that our
application for the award had been 
successful. Over two hundred other schools
were represented in a high profile ceremony

in the City of London. We listened to a
speech by Bill Rammell MP, Minister of State
for Lifelong Leaning, Further and Higher
Education and also by Professor Mary
Stiasny, Director of Education and Training
Group at the British Council. Perhaps the
highlight of the day was meeting the famous
presenter of Radio 4’s Any questions
Jonathon Dimbleby,  who actually 
presented us with the award.

Millais was given this
award because of the
international work we
do here at the school.
We had to put together
a folder showing over
twenty international
activities students at
Millais took part in
last year. The folder
also reflected the links
the school has created
with 17 schools and
higher education

establishments from across the world, many
of whom are members of the ‘intalos’
alliance set up by Mr Nettley, and supported
by many of our partner schools. 

The award recognises, and celebrates the
work done to instill an international dimen-
sion to the learning here at Millais. As well
as gaining a very attractive award, Millais is
also allowed to use the ISA logo on all its
correspondence. So, congratulations to
everyone who has taken part in such work,
and a very sincere thank you to everyone
who helped me put the folder of evidence
together.

Miss Wright

Last year Mr Wegg, Director of Learning for
Mathematics, visited Fazekas Mihály School
in Budapest to establish our international
links with new schools.

During October last year, Millais School and
the mathematics faculty were privileged to
host the visiting teacher Dr Andras Krasko.
The two main purposes of this visit were to
strengthen links between our school and
Fazekas and to share and compare the 
different teaching and learning styles that
each mathematics department uses in their
different countries.

I am pleased to say that the visit of Andras
was inspiring and eye-opening to say the
least! It is quite clear from our discussions
that the whole perception of Mathematics
as a subject is viewed quite differently in
both schools.

The most important differences that we
found were that at Millais there is a far
greater emphasis based on question and
answering than at Fazekas. Andras 
commented positively that pupils were
allowed to ask their individual questions at
anytime during lessons and teachers were
able to adapt their lessons from the original
plan to a new focus in order to be able to

answer questions! Also it was felt that the
teaching of mathematics at Millais was too
directed towards meeting goals from the
national curriculum. Pupils were often just
told rules/ formula or specific objectives
and then allowed to practise their new
“skill”. In Hungary, there is far more
emphasis on pupils discovering the afore
mentioned rules/formulae or objectives.

This has already had an affect on my 
teaching as I try different questioning 
techniques. I feel pupils have benefited
from this discovery approach.

Unfortunately Andras was only able to visit 
for two full days and I am sure there is a
great deal more that we can learn from him
and his school. I am looking forward to a
return trip to Hungary this year. During the
exchange I look forward to witnessing how
their approach builds strong mathemati-
cians. I am a little daunted by the language
as I know no Hungarian, but I look forward
to the challenge.

In the long term we are intending to 
create shared lessons between the two
schools.  There is already talk of live video
conferencing lessons between Millais,
Fazekas and a third school in London.
Classes will work in groups over a set of
mathematics challenges and it is hoped that
pupils will form links between each other
to be able to share and discuss more 
mathematics. We intend these links to 
form strong bonds for the pupils in years 
to come and look forward to full exchanges
where pupils as well as teachers have 
the opportunity to experience each 
others countries. 

Mr Stevens



Young International Visitor to Millais

I’m an American training to become a teacher. Recently I chose to
follow these teaching ideals to England where I began the journey
on October 30th at Forest boys’ school and ending it with the
term here at Millais School.

I am a student from the University of Northern Iowa, and in the
last stage of my Art Education degree. Midwest region of America,
27 hour drive to the west coast (California) 24 hours to the east
coast (New York). To many of the English students’ dismay, I have
never met Michael Jackson, David Geist, or any other famous 
people and my chances were probably greater to meet them in
London than where I live in the States. I discovered an important
difference among English and American cultures after making the
mistake at Forest when referring to the students’ trousers as
“pants” during class discussion. 

The most intriguing differences I encountered in my teacher train-

ing in England were obviously between the school systems in
England and in Iowa. A Year 11 student would be in the 10th grade
in high school, called a “sophomore”, and obtaining a drivers
license when they reached 16. Learning about the GCSE tests was
the next big thing I needed to familiarize myself with especially
because it appeared that most of the subject curriculum was
designed in preparation for these exams. 

What I will take with me when I return to the States is the
experience in a school of high achievement and standards for their
pupils. I have discovered new ways of planning curriculum,
implementing classroom management and achieving high
standards from student work. There are things that I have
witnessed in Millais School that I found to be very effective and
will introduce to my future school of employment and personal
teaching strategies. It has been truly an amazing and educational
experience that could not have been so without Millais’ wonderful
students and staff!
Megan Hosch

American Student

Hello, My name  is Tiziana, I am
the Italian assistant  2006/2007
at Millais school.

I come from Sicily, known as the
Mediterranean Pearl. I live in
Brolo, a town in the province of
Messina, on the east-coast of
Sicily.

So I wish you Felice Anno Nuovo

Tiziana

I'm Lucía, the Spanish 
assistant. I live in a hamlet
called Arcos located in Galicia
in the North East of Spain. It 
is a rural area known in Spain
by its wines and the production
of slate.

I live with my parents, my
grandmother, my sister and 
my brother. But my brother 
and I stay most of the time in 
A Coruna, a city located on the
coast of Galicia, where I got my

degree. I want to be an English
teacher in Spain.

Lucia

My name is Carmen Hartwig
and I am 23 years old. I am the
German Foreign Language
Assistant for this year. I live in

the east of Germany in a 
small village. It is called
Bischofrode and has got only
800 inhabitants. The nearest 
big city is Lutherstadt Eisleben
which is about 10 minutes 
from Bischofrode.

My father Reinhard, my mother
Heike and my sister Stefanie,
who is three years younger than
me, are part of my family.

In Germany I am a student at the
University of Erfurt to become a
teacher for the primary school.

Carmen

I’m Lucie, the French assistante.
I come from Toulouse, which is
in the south of France and is
known as “the pink town” due
to its red-bricked buildings.

Before arriving in Horsham, I
was studying English civilisation,
literature, phonetics, linguistics…
when I go back to France, I will
sit an exam to become an
English teacher.

I’ve had a great time in
Horsham since I arrived; it’s
really interesting to meet new

people and to discover a 
different way of life.

Lucie

Introducing the language assistantes



Outreach work

The Belgian
Exchange

Year 9 history trip
to Belgium

Italian Exchange
In Settembre siamo andate in Italia. Era
molto divertente.  Abbiamo visitato Venezia,
Firenze, Comacchio, Ravenna e Ferrara.
Sono bellissimi e vale la pena visitarli.

Tutte noi vogliamo tornare perché era 
un’esperienza fantastica. Volete venire con
noi?  Siamo andate a molte feste con gli
amici italiani – cinquanta persone alla 
pizzeria!

Tutti erano gelosi!  Abbiamo tante storie da
raccontare!

Vicky Paterson; Kirsty Walter; 
Georgina Carr

As part of our outreach work, Millais is committed to teaching languages in the community.
We currently run two successful French courses for adults and hope to expand this provision
further in the future. 

At The David Bryce Centre, which is a day centre for the elderly, participants enjoy a
weekly French lesson. Some of the learners may have studied a little French in the past
whilst for others, having no prior knowledge, this has been an opportunity to learn a new
skill in a supportive environment.

This is the second year we have offered weekly French lessons to the residents at
Harwood House, a centre for adults with learning difficulties, as the course has proved to
be very popular. Before Christmas four Millais students visited the centre to participate in
a lesson with a festive theme and to speak some French with the residents.   

K. Hall

From the 8th to the 11th November a
group of Millais students visited our 
partner school in Belgium. One of the first
things we did there was spend the day in
our exchange partners’ school, College
Sartay. We all struggled with this because
we were expected to speak almost constant
French. In fact we even managed to fail the 
English lesson as we were speaking too
much slang!

During the rest of the week we did so 
many things, including visiting Brussels,
Bruges, Liege and a chocolate factory. When
it came to say good bye, we all had a tear in
our eyes.

However, we didn’t have to wait too long 
to see them again. They arrived at Millais
on 8th February. Then it was their turn to
go sightseeing. They went to Horsham,
Hampton Court, and spent a very long day
in London seeing as many sites as possible.
Perhaps some of you saw them around the
school as they spend a couple of days in
lessons with us. We think they found 
having to speak English all the time just 
as hard as we had found trying to speak 
no-stop French.

Overall this was a great experience. It has
improved our French enormously and all 
of us really enjoyed getting to know our
new friends.

Millais out and about

On February 3rd, a hundred year 9 girls went
to Ypres in Belgium. We left at 6.30. Our first
stop was the Tyne Cot Cemetery where thou-
sands of soldiers were buried. We then went to
Hill 62, a real life trench and into Ypres itself.
Here we visited Flanders Field Museum and the
Menin Gate. We went into an amazing choco-
late shop where we could all buy as much
chocolate as we wanted.
Our last stop was Cite Europe, where we had
our last chance to shop. The Belgium trip was
great and taught us a lot about our past.

Katie Sharp 



Chinese New Year International dates for
your calenderChinese New Year usually occurs in February. It is time to celebrate

with your family and friends. Many people would go and visit their
eldest relative and wish them good health.

You can receive a red envelope, which inside contains money. These
are usually given to children. There are 12 different types of animals
which represent each year and this year is the year of the pig. The
cycle of the animals is continuous. 

There is a story told about these animals and how they were created.
The story sets with the Gods deciding to name the years. They all
saw the animals below and decide to name the years after them.

The animals all thought that the first year was a race held to see
who would have the year named after them. The winner was the
rat, and so he is the first in the list. Each animal has a meaning, 
for instance the rat represents cunning.

In my family, we usually travel back to China if we can, and visit all
of our family. On the night of the celebrations we would either go
out or make a special dinner. My grand-parents buy me new
clothes. After dinner my cousins, my brother and I get our red
packets and then play cards.

After the Chinese New Year we have a lantern festival, with pretty
lanterns which are lit and shown outside.

I enjoy Chinese New Year. It is very special for the whole family.

Betty Cheng

1. The celebrations for Chinese New Year last:

a. 10 days b. 15 days c. 20 days

2. Preparations for the New Year start:

a. two weeks beforehand       b. three months beforehand
c. around Christmas time

3. Chinese people buy many things to celebrate New Year.
Which of the following do you think they don’t buy?

a. pets b. food c. clothing
d. decoration materials a. presents

4. The Chinese also undertake a huge clean –up operation.
This is to:

a. clean up after Christmas     b. sweep away bad luck
c. get some exercise

5. Many Chinese people paint their doors and windowpanes:

a. red b. yellow c. blue

6. People also wear red at this time to ward off evil spirits.
They don’t wear black and white as these signify:

a. happiness b. good luck c. mourning

7. On the first day of the Chinese New Year celebrations, 
people let off fireworks. They do this:

a. straight after their meal    b. at sunset c. midnight

8. On this day there is also the custom of Hong Bao. This
means Red Packet. This involves giving children red
envelopes. Each envelope contained:

a. book voucher b. money c. greeting cards

9. The end of the Chinese New Year is marked by singing, 
dancing and 

a. lanterns b. fireworks c. parties

10. The current year is the year 4704 in the Chinese calendar.
This year is the year of:

a. the horse b. the monkey c. the pig

February

21st – International Mother Language Day (UNESCO) 

March

8th – International Women's Day 

21st – International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination 

21st – World Poetry Day (UNESCO) 

22nd – World Day for Water 

April

7th – World Health Day (WHO) 

23rd – World Book and Copyright Day (UNESCO)

May

3rd – World Press Freedom Day (UNESCO) 

15th – International Day of Families 

17th – World Telecommunication Day (ITU) 

25th – Africa Day 

31st – World No-Tobacco Day (WHO) 

Did you know that 6,000 – 7,000 languages are spoken
around the world?

Answers
1.b. 
2.c. this can vary, but is usually a month before the New Year.
3.a. 
4.b.
5.a. 

6.c
7.c
8.b
9.a
10.c

How well do you know the Chinese New Year? Chinese New Year is also the Chinese Spring Festival. 

CChhiinneessee NNeeww YYeeaarr QQuuiizz


