
MILLAIS SCHOOL - GCSE coursework (2010 - 2012)

Subject Assignments % of 
GCSE

Time allocation Length of piece of 
work

Notes Deadline Completed

English 
Language

Four pieces of 
written controlled 
assessment

Three Speaking & 
Listening 
assessments

40% 

20% 

• Creative writing 
(2 hours) x two pieces
• Spoken Language 
Study (3 hours)
• Extended Reading 
Project (4 hours)

Throughout Y10 – One or two 
weeks preparation  per piece

• Approx 1200 
words for both pieces
• Approx 800-
1000 words
• Approx 1200 
words

40% controlled assessment
20% speaking & listening
40% final exam

 

Controlled 
assessment weeks:
Creative Writing:
w/c 27th September 
2010 
& w/c 25th April 
2011
Spoken Language 
Study:
w/c 15th November 
2010
Extended Reading 
Project
w/c 13th June 2011
w/c 20th June 2011

English 
Literature

One written 
controlled 
assessment

25% • Shakespeare & the 
English Literary Heritage (4 
hours)

• Approx 2000 
words

25% controlled assessment
75% final exam

Shakespeare & the 
ELH:
w/c 28th February 
2011
w/c 7th March 2011

Science
(Core & 
Additional)

3 separate ISA’s 
plus PSA

25% in 
total

3-4 lessons per ISA plus one 
for PSA if not done at same 
time as one of ISA

One graph, one table 
of results and one 
exam script per ISA, 
no write up for PSA

All work done in school, exam paper done 
in science lessons under exam conditions 
no impact on homework.
MUST learn glossary of terms before 
ISA 
Dates for science isa work are
Y10   11-19 November 2010 &  2 - 11 
March 2011
Y11 Additional Science   19 Jan 2011 – 4 
February 2011 

Various, teachers 
will advise when 
doing ISA

Triple:-
Biology 
Chemistry
Physics

1 ISA and PSA per 
subject

25% 3-4 lessons per ISA plus one 
for PSA if not done at same 
time as one of ISA

One graph, one table 
of results and one 
exam script per ISA, 
no write up for PSA

All work done in school, exam paper done 
in science lessons under exam conditions 
no impact on homework.
MUST learn glossary of terms before 
ISA

Various, teachers 
will advise when 
doing ISA
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ELBS Assignment 1
Investigative 
project

25% The report must include 
information under the 
specified headings (given by 
the teacher) about 10   pages 
long     

In lessons from July – 1 October  1 October

ELBS Assignment 2     16%     Work-related report   
Practical Skills (9)  12%      

5-6 pages long 
(approx)    

In lessons 1-18  February   
The report must show evidence of a 
variety of skills and is assessed under 4 
strands (given by the teacher)   

Deadline 18 
February

ELBS Practical skills 12% 1 page for each of the 
9 skills                

In lessons throughout the year. Deadline March 2011

BTEC Portfolio work. 100% Portfolio will be 
evidence of work.

On-going assessment throughout Years 10 
& 11.  Pupils will work on a portfolio of 
work as evidence of assessment.  Missed 
work must be completed so high 
attendance is very important.

Languages – 
French, 
German, 
Spanish, 
Italian.

Writing At least 
two controlled 
writing assessments 
(possibly 3 or 4) – by 
end of March (Y11). 

Speaking. 
At least two 
Speaking 
assessments 
(possibly 3 or 4)  – 
by end of March Y11. 

 Writin
g-
30%
Speakin
g- 30%

Preparation-for both the 
writing and the Speaking 
Approx. 5 lessons and 2 – 3 
homeworks.

 Writing-Assessment itself- 
1 hour.

Speaking- 4-6 minutes. You 
will receive the task two 
weeks in advance and will 
have time to prepare it in 
class. The assessment itself 
will take place on the date 
agreed with your teacher and 
will be taped.

For Chinese there are writing 
and speaking controlled 
assessments. Minimum 150 
characters (not words) per 
assessment to get a grade C 
or above.

Approx. 200 words per 
assessment.

Short course -  either the Speaking or 
the Writing (agreed with your teacher).

Chinese or Japanese - no controlled 
assessments. 
In March of your year 10, you will have an 
exam in Listening-23%, Speaking- 27%, 
Reading- 23%,and Writing, 27%. and again 
in November of year 11. Speaking Test 
(Y10) you will need to prepare a 
presentation and some conversation 
questions, which you will re-draft in 
November of year 11.

Year 11
Assessment 1  - 
wk/beg 22nd 

November  - all 
languages 
Assessment 2   -  
wk/beg 19th January  
- all languages 
Assessment 3 – 
wk/beg 2nd March 
Catch up re-sits  - 
all languages 

DT - 
Resistant 

Coursework 
Folder and

60% All lesson time & HW from 
May 

Approx. 20 sides A3 
paper. Design folder + 

Clear guidelines are given for deadlines 
throughout the course.

Practical 
14 March ‘11
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materials Practical 
Work

Half term to completion practical project. Folder:- 14 March ‘11

DT - Textiles Coursework 
Folder and
Practical 
Work

60% All lesson time & HW from 
May half term to completion

Approx. 20 sides A3 
paper. Design folder + 
practical project.

Clear guidelines are given for deadlines 
throughout the course.

Practical 
14  March ‘11
Folder:- 14 March ‘11

DT - Graphics Coursework 
Folder and
Practical 
Work

60% All lesson time & HW from 
May half term to completion

Approx. 20 sides A3 
paper. Design folder + 
practical project.

Clear guidelines are given for deadlines 
throughout the course.

Practical 
14 March ‘11
Folder:- 14 March ‘11

DT - 
Catering

 2 Controlled Task 
– Practical 
assessments.

30% Total 45 hours for both 
assignments

4 pages of written 
work.

10 pages of written 
work

Clear guidelines are given for 
deadlines throughout the course.

Year 10 – Summer 
term
Year 11 -Spring 
term ( Exam board 
will contact centre 
to confirm actual 
date)

ICT (Short 
Course)

(Full course)

2 pieces of work.

1 major piece of c/w

60%

60%

Project 1a in Y10
Project 1b in Y11

Project 2 in Y11

Approx 25 sides of A4 
for both projects and 
a brochure

Approx 35 sides of A4 
paper

Clear guidelines are given for deadlines 
throughout the course.  Work completed 
in class and at home.

Clear guidelines are given for deadlines 
throughout the course.  Work completed 
in class and at home

C/W 1a  February 
half term.
C/W 1b February 
half term.

March of the final 
term in year 11

Business & 
Communicatio
n Systems

8 short tasks 40% Tasks 1 - 4 in Y10
Tasks 5 – 8 in Y11

1 – 4 Year 10
5 – 8 Year 11.

Much of the coursework is completed in 
class time

Varies – class 
teacher will give 
clear deadlines.

Music 1. 1 x Solo 
performance for 
examination 
submission (several 
will be recorded and 
the best submitted)
 
2. 1 x Ensemble 
performance for 
examination 
submission (several 
will be recorded and 

Solo 
15%

Ensemb
le 
15%

Performance : Classwork 
time and  HW time is 
allocated for performance 
planning and preparation. 
Each solo and ensemble piece 
may have up to 10 hours of 
controlled conditions for 
rehearsal and recording. This 
time may be in lesson time or 
in scheduled SPA sessions.  

Composition : Classwork time 

Together, pupils and teacher agree 
individual time plans and schedules, 
including controlled condition sessions, 
for each required area.

Pupils present a solo and an ensemble 
performance in Year 10, and again in Year 
11.

 

 

Deadlines are set 
and agreed with 
pupils during the 
course, spreading 
the workload and 
allowing for the 
study of 12 set 
works in lesson time.

The latest date for 
all coursework to be 
completed is April of 
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the best submitted)

3. Composition 1

4.  Composition 2 Comp.1 
= 15%

Comp 2 
= 15%

and  HW time is allocated 
for composition planning and 
preparation. Up to 10 hours 
of controlled conditions are 
allowed for score writing and 
recording. This time may be 
in lesson time or in scheduled 
SPA sessions.  

Some flexibility is needed as 
GCSE pupils may rehearse 
with pupils from other year 
groups, or schools.

Year 11.

Art & design 2 units of work 60 Final piece usually half a 
term, preparatory work one 
term per unit.
Unit 1 – 7 mths (approx)
Unit 2 -  9 mths (approx)

Each unit approx. ½ - 1 
sketchbook or: several 
A2 sheets of mounted 
studies.
Larger separate 
observation pieces(s)
Final outcome(s) in 2 
or 3 dimensions. 

Units of work comprise sketchbook and 
other preparatory work plus final piece. 
There is a mandatory written critical 
studies element for each unit.

Feb Y11
Final test:-
Mar/April Y11

Drama 2 practical exams in 
lesson time on 

• Pursuit of 
Happiness

• Kindertrans
port

1 essay on each one.
All completed in 
school.

60% 6 hours for each practical 
assessment.
2 weeks to write up the 
portfolio in school (in 
curriculum time).

maximum 2000 words 
on each subject

Pupils are assessed on exploring 
developing and evaluating their work.
They are also marked on their final 
performance.

• Sept/Oct 
2010

• Nov/Dec 
2010

PE 4  practical 
activities

Analysis of 
Performance

48 %

12%

Ongoing assessment in 
lessons

Class work time + homework 
time over  a 6 week period

Analysis of 
performance approx 12 
sides A4

Practical assessment throughout the 
course. 
Spans over 6 weeks.

An oral exam will form part of the finally 
grading of the analysis of performance 
coursework 

Final practical exam 
of coursework takes 
place over a two day 
period in March of 
Year 11. Analysis and 
assessment takes 
place in Jan of year 
11

Dance Practical coursework 80% Practical assessment in 
lesson time plus extra time in 
SPA’s
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Written examination 20% In lessons.
Philosophy and 
Ethics

None Four one hour exams taken in summer 
Year 11

RE (Short 
course)

None One exam in summer Year 11

Geography Two pieces of work – 
controlled 
assessment

25 Task 1   12 hours

Task 2    8 hours

1,200 words

  800 words

Completed in June of Year 10
Based on field work
Completed in Year 11 geographical 
investigation

July Y10

Oct Y11

History 1 piece of work
controlled 
assessment

25 7-8 weeks of teaching and 
preparation, then 8 hours to 
complete the work in 
controlled conditions in class.

2,000 words Completed in Sept/Oct/Nov of Y11 Nov Y11
Must be handed in 
at the end of the 8 
hours.

Citizenship Plan and carry out a 
campaign

60% Classwork & Homework.   37 
hours

 Campaign preparation to start after 
Easter Year 10

July Year 10

CoPE
Certificate of 
Personal 
Effectiveness

Creation of a 
portfolio based 
around a range of 
different skills and 
modules. 

100% On-going through out years 
10 and 11. 

Various. Final 
completed portfolio 
will be contained 
within a Lever Arch 
Folder. 

This course does not have an examination. 
The portfolio that students work on in 
Y10 and Y11 is the exam entry. 

Your teacher will 
give a deadline for 
each piece and these 
will be spread evenly 
throughout the 2 
years.  
Final deadline is 
Easter Year 11

Leisure and 
Tourism

4 pieces of work
controlled 
assessment

60% 50 Lessons
(30 hours planning and 
research
15 hours write up)

n/a 1 exam (1 hour) Summer Year 11 Your teacher will 
give a deadline for 
each piece and these 
will be spread evenly 
throughout the 2 
years.  

Child 
Development

3 Short Tasks
controlled 
assessment
Child Study

30%

30%

7 hours each – controlled 
assessment

22 hours 
Class work and Homework 
including child observations

Two tasks assess planning, practical work 
and evaluation; third task assesses 
investigative skills
The child study task will assess the 
following skills: 
research, selecting and justifying choices, 
planning, practical work and evaluation.

Jan Year 10; March 
Year 10
June Year 10

Dec Year 11
Preparation 
for Working 
Life

Letter of 
Application
Curriculum Vitae
Interview 
Preparation

5%

5%
10%

Completed as controlled 
assessments in class time

One exam in summer Year 11 Completed 
throughout two 
years
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